In re Appln. of Ohmori et al. 
Application No. 10/731,240 
Response to Office Action of July 25, 2008 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of determining inappropriate exposure amounts in a 
digital image, the method comprising: 

obtaining a brightness histogram related to data of a digital image; 

calculating exactly two statistical values from the brightness histogram that define the 
digital image, the exactly two statistical values consisting of a standard deviation in 
brightness, and brightness from the brightness histogram; 

calculating an average brightness; brightness from the brightness histogram; 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
brightness value, then determining that the exposure amount in the digital image may be low; 
and 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is greater than an upper limit 
brightness value, then determining that the exposure amount in the digital image may be high. 

Claim 2 (canceled) 

Claim 3 (previously presented): The method of claim 1, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is less than an upper limit 
brightness value and greater than a lower limit brightness value, then determining the 
exposure amount to be acceptable. 

Claim 4 (original): The method of claim 3, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is greater than a lower limit 
deviation value, then determining the exposure amount to be acceptable. 

Claim 5 (previously presented): The method of claim 1, the method further comprising: 
if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is less than an upper limit 
brightness value and greater than a lower limit brightness value, then displaying no 
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notification. 

Claim 6 (original): The method of claim 5, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is greater than a lower limit 
deviation value, then displaying no notification. 

Claim 7 (original): The method of claim 1, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
brightness value, then displaying a notification indicating that the exposure amount in the 
digital image may be low 

Claim 8 (original): The method of claim 1, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is greater than an upper limit 
brightness value, then displaying a notification indicating that the exposure amount in the 
digital image may be high. 

Claim 9 (canceled) 

Claim 10 (original): The method of claim 1, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is greater than a lower limit 
deviation value, then determining the exposure amount to be acceptable. 

Claim 1 1 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (original): The method of claim 1, the method further comprising: 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is greater than a lower limit 
deviation value, then displaying no notification. 

Claim 13 (original): The method of claim 1, wherein the digital image is taken by a digital 
camera. 

Claim 14 (original): The method of claim 1, wherein the method is performed by a digital 
camera. 
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Claim 15 (currently amended): The method of claim [[12,]] 14± wherein the digital camera 
comprises a digital signal processor that performs the method. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A method of determining inappropriate exposure amounts in 
a digital image, the method comprising: 

obtaining a brightness histogram related to data of a digital image; 

calculating exactly two statistical values from the brightness histogram that define the 
digital image, the exactly two statistical values consisting of a standard deviation in 
brightness, and brightness from the brightness histogram; 

calculating an average brightness; brightness from the brightness histogram; 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is greater than an upper limit 
brightness value, then determining that the exposure amount in the digital image may be high. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A method of determining inappropriate exposure amounts in 
a digital image, the method comprising: 

obtaining a brightness histogram related to data of a digital image; 

calculating exactly two statistical values from the brightness histogram that define the 
digital image, the exactly two statistical values consisting of a standard deviation in 
brightness, and brightness from the brightness histogram; 

calculating an average brightness; brightness from the brightness histogram; 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is greater than a lower limit 
deviation value, then determining the exposure amount to be acceptable; and 

if the standard deviation in brightness in the histogram is less than a lower limit 
deviation value and the average brightness in the histogram is greater than an upper limit 
brightness value, then determining that the exposure amount in the digital image may be high. 

Claims 18-28 (canceled) 
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